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Welcome to the 2026 Circle L Australia ATRA National Finals. This competitor 
information pack will help competitors prepare for the biggest event on the ATRA 
calendar. Please read all information carefully before submitting your entries. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Requirements  
All competitors must be financial members for entries to be accepted.  
Memberships must be renewed via the ATRA website before submitting your entries. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Entries  
Due to the size of the National Finals program, most events are pre-entry only.  
Entries Open - Friday 31 July 2026  
Entries Close - 5.00pm Tuesday 1 September 2026  

✅ All entries must be received and paid in full by the closing date.  

The following events may either be pre-entered or entered at the event:  
• Century Team Roping   
• All Girls Team Roping   
• Kings & Queens   

• 7 & Under Barrel Race 

• Rope & Tie 

• Steer Wrestling 
 

Late Entries  
• Any entries or payments received after 5.00pm Tuesday 1 September 2026 will 

incur a $50 late fee for both the header and heeler. 
 

Before submitting your entries please ensure:  
• Contact all partners to confirm you are roping together.   
• Check your classification on the ATRA website under the Members section.   
• Every National Finals competitor (exc juniors) must pay the $50 Arena Fee.   
• Payments can be made by Credit Card (surcharge applies) or Direct Deposit   
• If paying by Direct Deposit, ensure your name is included in the reference.   



2 | P a g e  
 

Prizemoney 

• Prize money will be paid by Direct Deposit by Friday 16 October 2026, 
provided your bank details are supplied on your entry form.   

• Preliminary prizemoney and Junior Finals Prizemoney will be paid out in cash. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Breakaway Rookie Eligibility  
Ladies wishing to compete for the Rookie Breakaway title must meet all the following 
requirements:  
1. Have never won a year-end Open Breakaway Championship in any National or 

International rodeo or jackpot association.   
2. Have career Breakaway earnings of less than $3,000 as at 1 September 2026 

with any National or International Rodeo Association.   
3. Any challenge to Rookie status must be submitted in writing to the ATRA Board 

before the conclusion of competition.   
4. Any competitor found to be ineligible will immediately lose Rookie status.   
Rookie competitors compete in the open field, with the highest placed eligible Rookie 
being declared the Rookie Champion. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Preliminary Events – Wednesday 30 September 

Cash Only Entries for the following preliminary events will be taken onsite.  
• Open Team Roping  
• #12 Team Roping  
• #10 Team Roping  
• #8 Team Roping  
• #5 Machine Roping  
• Ladies Breakaway Roping   
___________________________________________________________________ 

High Point Awards  

🏆🏆 High Point 4.5 & Under | 🏆🏆 High Point 5 & Above  

• Peaceland 2-Horse Trailer & Champion Trophy Ring   

🏆🏆 High Point Lady Team Roper  

• KND A Streak of Morn Service Fee & custom-made Picture Frame  

🏆🏆 High Point Junior Team Roper  
• Rope Bag 
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High Point Scoring  
Points are awarded from the following Finals events (1st-10th places / 10-1 points):  
• Open, #12, #10, #8 Team Roping events 

High Point Divisions  
• Competitors classified: 4.5 and Under at both ends will have heading and 

heeling points counted towards the 4.5 & Under title.  
• Competitors classified: 5 and Above will have lower numbered points carried into 

the High Point 5 & Above division.  
  

Tie Break Procedure (Competitors in in the rope-off must find an eligible partner) 

• High Point 4.5 & Under  
A 5-head #10 rope-off will determine the winner.  
Maximum team number: 10.5  

• High Point 5 & Above  
A 5-head #12 rope-off will determine the winner.  
Maximum team number: 12.5  
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Biosecurity & Horse Movement Requirements  
Competitors travelling from cattle tick free zones into Queensland must comply with 
Queensland Government biosecurity requirements.  
 

Horse owners should:  
• Contact their local inspector regarding travel permits.   
• Call 13 25 23 for assistance.   
• Complete the required Movement Record Form.   
• Submit the Movement Record Form to the Secretary's Office upon arrival.   
A qualified inspector will be available throughout the event to:  
• Spray horses for ticks   
• Issue treatment certificates for return travel   

 

Competitors are reminded that significant penalties (up to $100,000) may apply for 
intentionally avoiding inspection.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Can I compete if I didn't attend an ATRA event between 1 July 2025 and 30 
June 2026?  
You are not eligible to compete in National Finals events.  
However, you may compete in:  
• Preliminary Events 

• Century Team Roping   
• Kings & Queens   
• All Girls Team Roping   

• 7 & Under Barrel Race   
• Steer Wrestling   
• Rope & Tie   

 

Is the National Finals a sudden death format?  
Yes. All finalists start the competition on zero points.  
 

Do heelers have to dally?  
Yes. All heelers must dally.   
• Ladies and competitors aged 50 years or older may tie on using an ATRA 

approved quick release device.   
• Parents & guardians are responsible for ensuring junior competitors can dally.   

 

Can I enter with a "TBA" or "Nobody" partner?  
No. All entries must include your confirmed partner to be accepted.  
 

What happens if I withdraw?  
More than 14 days before Finals - 100% refund less a $50 administration fee   
Within 14 days - Entry fees are non-refundable unless accompanied by a veterinary 
or medical certificate.  
 

What string is used in Breakaway?  
Three pieces of heavy-duty jute string must be used.  
 

If I qualify through the Preliminary with my current Finals partner, can I 
substitute another partner?  
No. You may only advance with a different partner who:  
• is already qualified for the Finals   
• you have entered a different way around to your finals entry eg. Heading/heeling  
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Ground Rules  
 

• Camping is not available prior to 1.00pm on Monday 28 September 2026.   
• Horse yards must be cleaned before departure.   
• Competitors must follow cattle to the stripping chute.   
• Competitors will be called three times before being rolled five runs. Failure to 

appear will result in forfeiture.   
• No competitors may enter the arena once preparation begins for the next event.   
• Disputes must be:   

o lodged within 30 minutes   
o submitted in writing & accompanied by $100.   

• If upheld, the $100 fee will be refunded.   
• Competitors in the #5 Machine Roping cannot compete in Junior Looper event.   

 

Barrel Racing Rules  
• Competitors have three attempts to enter the arena.   
• Failure after three attempts results in disqualification.   
• The arena will be raked every seven competitors.   
• Knocking over a barrel in Round One results in disqualification from Round Two.   

 

Dress Code  
All competitors entering the arena must wear:  
• Cowboy hat (or no hat), Caps are not permitted   
• Long sleeve western shirt, full button front shirt with sewn-on collar   
• Cowboy boots or approved lace-up cowboy shoes with a heel   
Dress code applies to everyone entering the arena.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

We Look Forward to Welcoming You to Capella!  
The ATRA National Finals is the highlight of the season and celebrates the best 
competitors across Australia and New Zealand. We encourage all competitors to 
familiarise themselves with the information in this pack, submit entries before the 
closing date, and prepare for an outstanding week of competition.  
Good luck to all competitors, and we'll see you in Capella for the 2026 Circle L 
Australia ATRA National Finals! 🤠🤠🤠🤠     


